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Overview 
 
Most people are both repelled and intrigued by the images of cold-blooded, conscienceless murderers 

that increasingly populate our movies, television programs, and newspaper headlines. With their 

flagrant criminal violation of society's rules, serial killers like Ted Bundy and John Wayne Gacy are 

among the most dramatic examples of the psychopath. Individuals with this personality disorder are 

fully aware of the consequences of their actions and know the difference between right and wrong, yet 

they are terrifyingly self-centred, remorseless, and unable to care about the feelings of others. 

Perhaps most frightening, they often seem completely normal to unsuspecting targets. Presenting a 

compelling portrait of these dangerous men and women based on 25 years of distinguished scientific 

research, Dr Robert D. Hare vividly describes a world of con artists, hustlers, rapists, and other 

predators who charm, lie, and manipulate their way through life. Are psychopaths mad, or simply bad? 

How can they be recognised? And how can we protect ourselves? This book provides solid 

information and surprising insights for anyone seeking to understand this devastating condition. 
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Reviews 
 
“A brilliant, in-depth handling of a most complex subject.” 
Hugh Aynesworth, Author of Ted Bundy: Conversations with a Killer 
 
“Important….Of  exceptional value to anyone wishing to fathom and guard against these baffling 
predators who live among us in fearful numbers.” 
Joseph Wambaugh, Author of the Onion Field. 
 
“The World’s most renowned psychopathy researcher has leavened sharp scientific insights with 
page-turning case descriptions in a rare publishing feat;  a book that is both highly readable and 
highly reputable.” 
John Monahan PhD, University of Virginia Law School. 
 
“Brings together a wealth of information about psychopathy …… A ‘must read’ for students.” 
Adelle Forth, PhD, Department of Psychology, Carleton University, Canada. 
 
 
About the Editor 
 
Robert D. Hare PhD., considered one of the world’s foremost experts in the area of psychopathy, is a 
professor of psychology at the University of British Columbia.  There he developed the Psychopathy 
Checklist, which is rapidly being adopted worldwide as the standard instrument for researchers and 
clinicians.  Dr Hare is the author of over 100 professional articles and several books. 
 
 
Audience 
 
Psychologists, psychiatrists, counsellors and those practicing in forensic settings. 
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